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Birth and Education: 


Moulana was born on Monday, 5th of July 1948, cor- 
responding to the 27th of Sha’baan 1367 A.H. He 
was one of 11 siblings born in the village of Kondh, 
near Ankleshwar, in the district of Baruch, located 
in the province of Gujarat, India. This is where he 
received his primary secular and Islamic education. 


He completed the memorization of the Qur'an 
(Hifdhul Qur’an) at Madrasah Miftahul Uloom Taraj, 
Surat. The founder of the Madrasah, Hazrat Mou- 
lana Ali Muhammad Kara Sahib (Rahmatullaahi Al- 
laihi), made the formal Dua upon his completion, 
and advised him to continue his studies at Ma- 
drasah Asharafiya in Rander, to study Farsi. Under 
the guidance of Hazrat Moulana Ahmed Ashraf Sa- 
hib Randeri (R.A.), he focused on Farsi for two 
years and subsequently pursued Arabic for another 
year. 


Near his village, in the town of Tadkeshwar, he en- 
rolled in Darul Uloom Falah e Darain, under the 
leadership of Hazrat Moulana Ghulaam Muhammad 
Norgat Sahib (R.A.), completing five years of stud- 
ies with eight classmates. This inaugural batch was 
honoured with the opening in Bukhari 
Shareef delivered by Hazrat Moulana Fakhruddien 
Ahmed Sahib Muradabadi (R.A.), then the Sheikhul 
Hadith of Darul Uloom Deoband, attracting a large 
audience. Thus, in 1969/1389, during the leadership 
of Hazrat Moulana Abdullah Sahib Kapodrawi (R.A.), 
Moulana graduated. 


lesson 


Teachers at Falah e Darain 


The names of the Asaatiza and the books that Mou- 
lana studied and received Sanad for are as follows: 


A publication by the students of Darul Uloom Zakariyya 


Hazrat Moulana Sheikh Tagiyyuddeen Nadwi Ma- 
zahiri (R.A.): Moulana completed Sahih Bukhari, 
Jami Tirmizi, Sunan Nasai and Mishkaatul Ma- 
saabih under him. 


e Hazrat Moulana Mufti Ahmed Bemat Sahib (R.A.): 
Sahih Muslim, Sunan Abu Dawood 


e Hazrat Moulana Abdullah Patel Kapodrawii (R.A.): 
Sunan Ibn Majah, Riyaadus Saaliheen 


- Hazrat Moulana Sheer Ali Qandahari Sahib 
(R.A.): Tahaawi Shareef, Muwatta Imaam Maalik, 
Muwatta Imaam Muhammad 


Moulana also studied some Kitaabs from Hazrat 
Moulana Mufti Abdul Hay Bismillah Sahib (R.A.), 
Hazrat Moulana Sayyed Zulfaqar Ahmed Sahib 
(R.A.), Hazrat Moulana Hajee Yakoob Desai Sahib 
(R.A.), Hazrat Qari Muhammad Ramadan Sahib Me- 
wati (R.A.) and Hazrat Moulana Qasim Anti Sahib 
(R.A.) 


Stay in Deoband 


In 1970, Moulana spent a year in Deoband. He would 
accompany Hazrat Mufti Mahmood Sahib Gangohi 
(R.A.) to Saharanpur every Thursday, and stay in 
the Khidmah of Sheikhul Hadith Moulana Muham- 
mad Zakariyya Sahib Kandehlawi (Nowwarallahu 
Marqadahu). He had taken Bayah to him two years 
prior to this. He regularly visited the tomb of Haz- 
rat Moulana Qasim Nanotawi (R.A.) after the Fajr 
Salaah and attended the Majlis of Qari Muhammad 
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Tayyib Sahib (R.A.) after the Asr Salaah. 


He studied Tafseer Baydhawi under the tutorship of 
Hazrat Moulana Fakhrul Hasan Sahib (R.A.), Hi- 
dayah Aakhirain by Hazrat Moulana Mirajul Haq Sa- 
hib (R.A.), Musalam al Thubuut & Mebzi by Hazrat 
Moulana Muhammad Hassan Sahib Bihari (R.A.), 
and Khooshkhati (calligraphy) under Munshi Imtiaz 
Ahmed Sahib. He spent Ramadan after his final 
year examinations in the Khanqa of Saharanpur. 


ljaazate Hadith 


Moulana received ljaazah (authorization for narrat- 
ing Hadith) from several esteemed scholars: 


Firstly, from his Daura Hadith teachers mentioned 
above; Hazrat Moulana Fakhruddien Ahmed Sahib 
Muradabadi (R.A.), Hazrat Sheikhul Hadith Moulana 
Muhammad Zakariyya Sahib Kandhelwi (R.A.), 
Sheikh Abdul Fattaah Abu Ghuddah (R.A.), and 
Sheikh Mufti Rafi Uthmani Sahib (R.A.). 


Deeni Khidmah 


Moulana began his service by teaching at the local 
Maktab and Masjid. At the request of Hazrat Mou- 
lana Abdullah Sahib (R.A.), he taught for two years 
at Darul Uloom Tadkeshwar, and for seven years at 
Miftahul Uloom Taraj. He also took the final year 
Farsi exam at Dabhel, as requested by Hazrat Mou- 
lana Muhammad Saeed Buzrug Sahib (R.A.). 


England 


In 1983, Moulana travelled to England with the guid- 
ance of senior scholars to serve at the Masjid and 
Madrasah of Apton Park in London City. He actively 
participated in Dawat and Tabligh efforts, conducted 
Darse Quran lessons, and engaged with the Paki- 
stani community. 


South Africa 


In 1985, upon the invitation of Qari Abdul Hameed 
Sahib Dhudhat (R.A.), whom he knew from Jamiah 
Ashrafiyah Rander, Moulana relocated to South Af- 
rica. He arrived with Qari Sahib (R.A.) at Darul 
Uloom Zakariyya, describing the initial location as 
remote and underdeveloped. Qari Sahib (R.A.) en- 
trusted Moulana with the task of transforming the 
institution, and they maintained contact with Sheikh 
Muhammad Raza Ajmeri (R.A.) regarding educa- 


tional matters. 


Moulana facilitated the establishment of the Urdu 
Anjuman and served as an Imam for some time. 
When Qari Sahib (R.A.) returned to India after two 
years, Moulana assumed responsibility for running 
the Kutub Khana and educating students. He au- 
thored the first Urdu anthem of the Madrasah, sung 
annually by graduating students, titled “Ye Darul 
Uloom Zakariyya”. 


Travels 

Moulana visited the following countries: 

e Haramain Sharifain for both Haj and Umrah 
e Pakistan 

e Reunion 

e Mozambique 

e Zambia 

- Zimbabwe 

«e UK 

Publications 


Initially writing in Gujarati during his tenure in India, 
Moulana later translated his own works into Urdu. 
Some of his notable publications include: 


l. Akaabir Ki Qimti Naseehat 

2 Fitna Ka Nishandahi, Hazrat Binnori (R.A.) 
3. Guldastar Sheikh Saadi (R.A.) 

4, Musiqi aur Gana 

5. Tosha e Mutaallim 

6. Urdu Alfaaz ki Tazkeer wa Taaneeth 

7. Yaadgaar Kalaam 


10. Aakhirat Ka Musafir, his final work which he 
translated from Gujarati to Urdu shortly before his 
demise. 


Demise 
Hazrat Moulana passed away on Tuesday, 16th April 


2024, corresponding to 6th Shawaal 1445 A.H., at 
the age of 75, following multiple strokes. 


He is survived by his spouse, daughter and five 
sons. 


May Allah Ta’aala accept all of Moulana’s Khidmaat 
and grant him the highest abode of Firdaus al- 
Aalah. Aameen. 
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Notable qualities of Moulana 4a) 
duls aii! 


By MI Abdul Aziz Dhodhat 


1) Sunnah - Abba (Rahmatullaahi Allaihi) was an 
avid 
= . This would manifest in many facets of his life. 
He would place great emphasis in ensuring his 
children and students adhere to the Sunnah way of 
life. 


follower of the Sunnah of Rasulullaah 


2) Time - this was of paramount importance to him; 
he would often say time spent Ghaflah 
(negligence) is time wasted. Ghaflah is that which 
takes a person away from the remembrance of Al- 
lah Ta’aala .In both his youth and old age, Abba 
(R.A.) would occupy himself with the recitation of 
the Qur'an, Durood (Salutations), Dhikr 
(Remembrance of Allah), Duaa (Supplications) and 
Mutala'aa (research) . 


in 


3) Recollection and sharp memory - Allah Ta’aala 
blessed Abba with the ability to absorb what he 
read and to relate it the same way he read it. In 
some instances he would summarize in a few sen- 
tences voluminous content which he read for the 
ease of understanding. (A.R.) would make it a point 
to call students by their name where possible; to 
the extent he'd remember their children’s names 
and at times their grandchildren’s names. Bear in 
mind that this is a recollection of 53 years of inter- 
acting with students’ .In his Kutub Khana (library) 
days serving as the Madrasah librarian, he would 
be able to locate a Kitaab in its correct cupboard 
number, shelf number whilst sitting at his desk. 


4) Mutaala‘aa - no time would be squandered. He’d 
make it a point to conduct regular Mutala'aa. Even 
during the holidays he'd occupy himself in reading, 
learning, memorizing and where possible, teaching. 
This was his routine up until a fortnight prior to his 
demise. 


5) Duaa - he would make Duaa endlessly. There 
were times he'd make Duaa instantly and at times 
Duaa had to be earned. At the time of Tahajjud he 
would make Duaa for those who requested Khu- 
soosi (exclusive) Duaa. Abba (R.A.) would often 


quote Imam Shafiee (Rahmatullaahi Allaihi) when 
encouraging us to make Duaa particularly at the 
time of Tahajjud, "A Duaa made at Tahajjud is like 
and arrow which does not miss its target". 


6) Etiquette - whether in class or at home, this 
quality would not go unnoticed, Abba (R.A.) was 
mindful and particular of how Kitaabs were held 
and in which hand, how stationary and the class- 
room was respected, how shoes were placed, neat- 
ness of attire, body odour, conduct in the Masjid, ta- 
ble manners, etiquettes of speaking etc. He would 
constantly remind one of this, at times decisively 
and at times gently. 


7) Respect- He would humble himself in front of his 
Ustaads and elders/seniors. He would address 
them politely and would carefully choose his words 
when speaking. With his students and children he 
wouldn't shy away from making their Islaah 
(reformation). 


8) Speech - Abba (R.A.) was articulate. This was 
not restricted to the Urdu language but in Arabic, 
Farsi and Gujrati as well. His speech was meaning- 
ful and wise; jargon was not part of his vocabulary. 
Abba (R.A.) introduced a book into the Madrasah 
syllabus in 2005 titled ";" Cuil s Si S Ll 4. this 
encouraged a better language experience and un- 
derstanding of Urdu. 


9) Handwriting - His handwriting was unique. He 
was an expert calligraphist. He would teach the art 
of writing to the students diligently. 


10) Generosity - Abba (R.A.) would wholeheartedly 
give that which he loved the most. Charity was 
given out discreetly making Amal on the Hadeeth 
that "his left hand does not know what his right 
hand has given”. Sadagah was also a common 
practice of his when traveling and when facing 
challenges. 


10) Remembrance of death -Apart from his conta- 
gious smile and occasional laughter he'd quickly 
meditate of death and remind us too. During his ill- 
ness | asked him why he was so quiet; he paused 
and ina merely said “Aakhirat Ki Fikar Mai Hu'\| am 
concerned of my Aakhirah). 


11) Detachment from the world and materialism - 
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He lived a simple life. All he left behind as his leg- 
acy was the Deen! He dedicated himself solely to 
teaching for a period of 53 years. 


12) Qanaa‘at and contentment - Abba (R.A.) was 
happy and in a state of tranquillity with whatever 
bounties Allah Ta’aala had bestowed upon him. He 
never lived beyond his means and didn’t accumu- 
late any debt. 


MAY ALLAH TA’AALA ACCEPT ALL HIS EFFORTS, 
GRANT HIM MAGHFIRAH AND THE HIGHEST ABODE 
IN JANNAH AND BESTOW US ALL THE ABILITY TO 
FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE PIOUS 
AAMEEN. 


Obituary 
By Moulana Abbas Sarigat Saheb 


“In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 


Today, on Monday, 6th Shawwal al-Mukarram 1445 
AH, corresponding to April 16, 2024, the teacher of 
teachers, Moulana Muhammad Kondhwi Falahi, 
passed away. He was the first graduate of Darul 
Uloom Falah Daarain and a recipient of the bless- 
ings of Darul Uloom Deoband. He spent his life 
teaching and spreading knowledge at various ls- 
lamic centers, and for over 35 years, he served at 
Darul Uloom Zakariyya. May Allah forgive him, ele- 
vate his status, and grant him paradise as his final 
abode. May his good deeds be accepted, and may 
his sins be forgiven. 


The deceased had been bedridden for almost six 
months and was hospitalized several times during 
this period. Despite receiving the best medical 
treatment, he ultimately succumbed to his illness 
and passed away, submitting to the will of Allah 
Ta’aala with patience and contentment. 


The deceased was blessed with many virtues and 
qualities by Allah Ta’aala, and it would be difficult to 
enumerate them all. However, Rasulullaah#said, 
“Remember the good deeds of your deceased," it is 
worth mentioning some of them. 


1. The Marhoom remained patient and content 
throughout his illness, and whenever someone vis- 


ited him, he would only say "Alhamdu lillahi ala 
kulli hal" (Praise be to Allah in all circumstances). 


2. He was the unparalleled king of teaching and 
knowledge. He would teach books with complete 
dedication, passion, and love. 


3. He would never show any negligence in the edu- 
cational and moral supervision of his dear stu- 
dents. His every lesson would end with stories 
and anecdotes of the pious predecessors. 


4. He had immense love and respect for the schol- 
ars of Deoband, especially Hazrat Moulana Qari 
Muhammad Tayyib Sahab (may Allah have mercy 
on him). He would often mention their virtues 
and blessings, and would himself be pleased and 
delighted by sharing their stories and experi- 
ences. 


5. He was a punctual and regular performer of 
prayers and fasting and devotions. He had a 
great taste for listening to beautiful recitations 
of the Quran, and would often call a student to 
recite in his presence during breaks in his 
teaching. He would become spiritual and pleased 
by listening to their recitation. During Ramadan, 
he would attend the Taraweeh prayers in differ- 
ent Masjids, where his heart would find peace 
and spiritual nourishment. His travel companion 
and friend, Haji Usman Patel Sahab, would ac- 
company him on these trips. In the annual Jalsa 
gathering of the Darul Uloom, he would partici- 
pate till the end, despite his weakness and ill- 
ness, and would encourage and congratulate the 
students who recited the Quran. 


6. He was not a famous orator, but would speak 
briefly and wisely, considering the occasion and 
audience. 


7. Few people know that he was also an expert in 
spiritual healing and would write amulets for 
specific ailments. He would also perform Ruqyah 
(spiritual healing) on request. Many people were 
cured and benefited from his spiritual healing, 
although he never made it a profession. 


8. He would write neatly and quickly and encour- 
aged the students to do the same. 
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9. He was a simple and humble person, and despite 
living in South Africa for over 35 years, he main- 
tained his simplicity and humility, like the pious 
predecessors. He lived in a simple house pro- 
vided by the Darul Uloom, and refused offers of a 
better house, preferring to stay in the same 
humble abode. May Allah elevate his status in 
paradise and grant him the best reward for his 
services. 


10. His legacy includes over 50 years of dedicated 
teaching, simplicity, and kindness, which will be 
a means of forgiveness and redemption for him. 
May Allah accept all his services and grant him 
the best reward. 


He did not travel much due to his nature and health 
issues, but would sometimes agree to travel with 
his dear students. He visited the holy cities of Mak- 
kah and Madinah, and also went to Reunion once. 


Once he accompanied his respected teacher, the 
renowned Muhaddith Hazrat Moulana Tagiuddeen 
Nadwi (Hafithahullah), a resident of Abu Dhabi, to 
Zambia for the ceremonial completion of Bukhari 
Shareef. 


He had a desire to visit his homeland and meet his 
loved ones, but unfortunately, his health did not 
permit it. 


He left behind five sons, one daughter, many grand- 
children, and a large number of spiritual offspring 
who are engaged in preaching, teaching, and 
spreading the message of Islam in different parts of 
the world. 


Marhoom also had a good taste in writing. Some of 
his writings are: 


1 "The Traveler of the Hereafter” 

2. "A Bouquet of Poems" 

3. "A Dictionary of Urdu Words" 

4. "A Bouquet of Saadi's Garden" 

5. “Music and singing from an Islamic Perspective" 
15th Dhu al-Hijjah 1445 

21 June 2024 


Remembrances from the Past 
By Mufti llyaas Sheikh 


PAHI ran sl ail ans 
idey Lal í piba Cyd) osy ple prling 459 df Saat 


It was the year 1999 that this humbled servant en- 
rolled in the 4th year class. The session for the 
translation of the Qur’an (the last ten paras) began, 
and a revered personality, vibrant, and exemplary 
figure of the Sunnah and Shariah, with a noble 
character, entered the classroom. | greeted him 
and introduced myself. He reciprocated most 
warmly, and from that moment, | developed a bond 
of affection with him. 


His method of teaching the translation of the Qur’an 
was unique. First, he would have a student recite, 
then provide a simple translation, followed by a 
brief interpretative explanation. Just before the bell 
rang, he would pause the lesson to encourage 
reading the summary of Ma‘ariful Qur’an and 
Fawa'id e Usmani. He would meticulously explain 
the connection between the Quranic verses and 
chapters. In that year, we also had the opportunity 
to study Nafhatul ‘Arab by him, where he paid spe- 
cial attention to Arabic grammar and eloquence 
alongside the lesson. He would ensure the activi- 
ties were completed and would duly correct us as 
well. He placed special emphasis on the students’ 
manners, morals, and etiquettes, and would re- 
peatedly correct them in this regard. He would in- 
still life and joy to his lessons by timeously men- 
tioning stories of the pious predecessors. 


The following year, in my 5th year, | had the oppor- 
tunity to study Bulugh al-Maram and the latter half 
Riyad as-Salihin by him. After a brief translation 
and explanation of the ahadith, he would some- 
times ask the students to share their thoughts, say- 
ing: 
Sud Vg Lirit dals 
Few words that will benefit us and not harm you 


He enjoyed a deep love for books and the library, 
and | would often visit him in the library during my 
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free time. He personally organized, cleaned, and la- 
belled the books. Whenever a student came for a 
book, he would personally get up, retrieve the book 
from the shelf, and hand it to him. During my time in 
the Iftā Class, he greatly assisted me with books. 
He even allowed me to benefit from the library dur- 
ing the night. 


He took a keen interest in the education and up- 
bringing of students, encouraging them in Urdu cal- 
ligraphy and Persian. He would even spend his free 
time tirelessly working towards these goals. He 
had a close relationship with me, occasionally visit- 
ing my humble abode and having tea etc. without 
hesitation. During these visits, he would enthusias- 
tically share stories of our pious predecessors, es- 
pecially those of Sheikh Mawlana Muhammad Za- 
kariyya. 

Some of the noble qualities of Mawland were: 

1. Adherence to Sunnah, waking up an hour before 


Fajr, and encouraging students and others to follow 
the Sunnah. 


2. Emphasis on manners and social etiquettes, con- 
stantly correcting them. 


3. Fostering a connection with the pious predeces- 
sors and inspiring students and others with their 


anecdotes. 


4. Deep attachment to books and promoting read- 
ing, particularly the sermons of Hazrat Thanvi. 


5. Treating students and colleagues with such af- 
fection that even strangers would be captivated. 


6. Gently and kindly correcting subordinates’ mis- 
takes. 


7. Encouraging scholars and students to organize 
gatherings, Qur’anic lessons, the last ten days’ 
I‘tikaf, 

and Friday programs to benefit the public. 


8. Encouraging the practice of dhikr and sending 
blessings upon the Prophet # even distributing 
handwritten copies. 


9. Directing attention towards 


(pledging allegiance to the pious). 


taking Bay‘ah 


10. Avoidance of conflicts and disputes. 


If a long time passed meeting him, he would send a 
note saying, “It had been too long since we last 
spoke, visit me for a while when you are free.” Dur- 
ing visits, he would take the name of my children 
and inquire about their well-being. 


| had the opportunity to serve in preparing a few 
books of Hazrat: 


1. Guldasta Gulzaar-e-Sa‘d 


2. Gaana Mazaamir (This book was prepared during 
the ten days of the blessed month of Ramadan. The 
original book was published in Gujarati in 1982) 


3.Guldasta Ashaar (This book was prepared with 
the help of students of the Ifta) 


4. Akaabir Ki Qimti Naseehat (This book was pre- 
pared, but its publication was postponed for certain 
reasons) 


. 5 Aakhirat Ka Musafir (This is an old Gujarati of 
Mawlana, which was published in 1973. At the re- 
quest of Hazrat Mawlana Musa Ankrudi Saheb, 
Hazrat translated it from Gujarati to Urdu. This was 
the last book to be published and reached Darul 
Uloom Zakariyya from Zamzam Pakistan after Haz- 
rat’s burial. 


Lastly | conclude with a saying of Hazrat Thanvi 
(R.A.): 


He would often say, “/ neither worked hard in ac- 
quiring knowledge nor did / study many books. | just 
ensured that none of my teachers were ever dis- 
pleased with me for even a moment, and it is due to 
this blessing that Allah granted me the ability to 
serve Din and the knowledge of Din.” 


And he often recited this couplet of Akbar: 


Knowledge is neither attained by books, nor by col- 
lege, nor by wealth. It is rather attained by the gaze 
of the pious. 


15th Dhu al-Hijjah 1445 AH 
22 June 2024 


